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Excerots from the Executive Session 
Transcript of the Rusk - McNamara Appearance before the 
Joint Committees’ Session, August 6, 1964 

Secretary McNamara. Mr. Chairman, may I respond to this, 
there have been several misstatements made and I would like to 
correct them for the record. DECLASSIJj L&u 

Authority STATE letter APR 9 197 9 

Chairman Fulbright. Yas. r. NARR h ate 7 -30- Tf j 

Secretary McNamara. I would like to cover three points. 

First, our navy played absolutely no part in, was not 
associated with, was not aware of, any South Vietnamese actions, 
if there were any. I want to make that very clear to you. 

The Maddox was operating in international waters, was carrying 
out a routine patrol of the type we carry out all over the world 
at ail times. It was not informed of, was not aware, had no 
evidence of, and so far as I know today has no knowledge of, 
any possible South Vietnamese actions in connections with the 
two islands that Senator Morse referred to. 

I think it is extremely important that you understand this. 
If there is any misunderstanding on that we should discuss this 
point at some length. 

Senator Morse. I think we should. 

Secretary McNamara. I say this flatly, this is the fact. 

Senator Morse. What was your testimony the other day, 

Mr. Secretary, on the record as to where American naval ships 
were in Tonkin Bay at the time the attack was made on the two 
islands? 
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Secretary McNamara. I testified the other day that the 
American vessels were, or the American vessel was, it was the 
Maddox at that time, was operating on a southerly course in 
routine patrol in international waters in this area and that 
vessel had absolutely no knowledge of any actions of any kind 
by the South Vietnamese, in South Vietnam or outside of South 
Vietnam. 

Senator Morse. Didn't you, as Secretary of Defense, have 
knowledge that the attack on the island was going to be made? 

Secretary McNamara. I aid not have knowledge at the time of 
the attack on the island. 

Let me just make one point. That there is no connection be- 
tween this patrol and any action by South Vietnam. 

Now, if you want to discuss actions by South Vietnam I will 
discuss them but before doing so I want to make one other point. 
This Government has positive proof of the organized effort of 
North Vietnam to subvert the Government of South Vietnam. It 
has positive proof of the direction of the military actions in 
South Vietnam by North Vietnam. This proof has been available 
for a long time. I assume this Committee is aware of it. If it 
isn't aware of it, I will be perfectly happy to expose it to a 
selected group of members of the Committee. There should be no 
misunderstanding on the part of any of you of the direction of 
the attempt to subvert the Government of South Vietnam by 
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North Vietnam, of a day by day command of that effort, of the 
continued support of it. 

Senator Morse. I want to make perfectly clear I have never 
questioned the subversive activities of North Vietnam. But I 
also want to make perfectly clear, Mr. Secretary, that you have 
not put in the record of this Committee any proof at any time of 
any overt military operations of North Vietnam into South Vietnam. 

We have asked you time and time again, you people come 
before this Committee, "Well, we think a cadre now and then 
but there has been no organized military invasion of North 
Vietnam into South Vietnam," that has been the testimony time 
and time again. 

Secretary McNamara. I dispute that. Senator. 

Senator Morse. Well, the record will speak for itself. 

Secretary McNamara. You said there has been none. 

I don't know what the record shows because I am not familiar 
with the record of this Committee but I do know there is an 
organized effort of North Vietnam using men and material to 
destroy the Government of South Vietnam, and we have ample evidence 
of that, and if this Committee wishes to enter into a discussion 
of that evidence I am perfectly willing to supply it to you, 
although some of it is so highly classified that I would have to 
ask you to appoint a selected Committee. 
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Secretary Rusk. Mr. Chairman, since I have been before the 
Foreign Relations Committee a number of times, I would like to 
point to the distinction between organized units of North 
Vietnamese in their own uniforms, flying their own flag coming 
into South Vietnam and groups of infiltrators trained and 
organized by North Vietnam bearing arms who come down into 
South Vietnam organizing operations against the people of 
South Vietnam. 

This is what I said, I have in mind when I said, the 
shape of aggression is changing in the post-war world. That 
doesn’t mean it is not just as much aggression as if they were 
flying their own flags. There are certain technical distinctions, 
but the aggression in fact is here. 

Senator Morse. I am not going to go over it again, I 
covered it, in my judgment, other than saying that a colossal 
mistake was made when we backstopped this open naval attack of 
South Vietnam on two islands of three to five, six, miles off 
the coast of North Vietnam, that is where I think we got ourselves 
clearly implicated and South Vietnam got herself implicated in 
an aggressive attack on the territorial integrity of North 
Vietnam. 

That is what the Communists are going to try to play up and 
I don't think we ought to let ourselves get into that position. 
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Secretary McNamara. Mr. Chairman, may I respond again 
very briefly to this? 

I think you should understand the infiltration of South 
Vietnam by sea that is taken place for two and a half years, 
and the degree to which South Vietnam has endeavored to respond 
to that, and I will cover it very briefly for you. 

Between July and December of 1961 there were 140 incidents 
of infiltration from North Vietnam into South Vietnam by sea. 

These included infiltration of bazookas. It included infiltra- 
tion of groups as large as 65 by single junks. There were 1400 
probable or confirmed infiltrations of personnel at that time. 

Then South Vietnam had no organized force to combat these 
infiltrators. They had only 80 sailing junks. None of these 
were motorized, obviously an ineffective sea patrol. We assisted 
them in organizing a sea patrol starting in December, 1961. 

At that time we started their junk force. A portion of that 
force was financed by military assistance funds. About 500 
junks were built. Using those funds, the Vietnamese added about 
60 more financed by their own funds. These junks fall in our 
categories . 

There are command junks, about 28 of them, that have a 
crew of ten/ carry automatic weapons and radios. There are 
about 240 sailing junks that carry out surveillance. These are 
in a sense pickets or patrols stationed in particular areas 
carrying out routine surveillance of that area. 
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There are several hundred motorized sailor junks or 
motorized junks carrying automatic weapons, patrolling extended 
area of the sea. This patrol of some 600 or 700 junks in the 
eight months, of the last eight months of 1963 searched 130,000 
junks, searched 350,000 people, discovered 140 Viet. Cong agents 
among them. 

In the first seven months of this year, they have searched 
149,000 junks, some 570,000 people. This is a tremendous opera- 
tion endeavoring to close the sea coasts of over 800 miles. 

In the process of that action, as the junk patrol has increased 
in strength they have moved further and further north endeavor- 
ing in find the source of the infiltration. 

As part of that, as I reported to you earlier this week, 
we understand that the South Vietnamese sea force carried out 
patrol action around these islands and actually shelled the 
points they felt were associated with this infiltration. 

Our ships had absolutely no knowledge of it, were not 
connected with it; in no sense of the word can be considered 
to have backstopped the effort. 

Senator Morse. And when you acknowledge that this kind 
of an operation was going to take place, naval operation, you' 
joined ex'calating the war into North Vietnam in spite of 
our oft-repeated statements we are going to try to avoid it. 

We didn’t avoid it. 
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Senator Saltonstall. Mr. Secretary, we had no advisers aboard 
any of those junks? 

Secretary McNamara. To the best of my knowledge — we had 
none aboard any of the junks going north or vessels going north 
of the 17th parallel. I don't believe we have any advisers aboard 
any of the junks south of the 17th parallel. 

Chairman Fulbright. Senator Mansfield? 

Senator Mansfield. No questions. 

Secretary McNamara. We have contingency plans, Senator 
Aiken, which take account of that. We have forces either moved 
into position or alerted for movement that also take account of 
that. 

Senator Aiken. You are fully prepared then? 

Secretary McNamara. Yes, sir. 

Senator Aiken. In the case that Red China attacks? 

Secretary McNamara. Yes, sir. 

Senator Aiken. That is all. 

Chairman Fulbright. Senator Smith? 

Senator Smith. Yes. 

Mr. Secretary, or Secretary McNamara, you referred a while 
ago to your statement that you made on Monday — 

Secretary McNamara. Yes. 

Senator Smith. — about the incident being an isolated one. 
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Secretary McNamara. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smith. Was that because of lack of intelligence 
or error in judgment? 

Secretary McNamara. I think it was because with hindsight 
I personally consider the action of the North Vietnamese a 
form of suicide and I didn't expect them to undertake that. 

Senator Smith. Thank you. 

Senator Aiken. May I add, she asked if they had knowledge 
of the South Vietnamese attacks that were made on North 
Vietnamese islands. Don't the South Vietnamese keep your forces 
informed as to their plans? 

Secretary McNamara. Well, the destroyers, as I said, had 
no knowledge of it, and I had no knowledge at the time or the 
exact character of the attacks. 

Senator Aiken. Did our embassy know that the South Vietnamese 
were going to attack? 

Secretary McNamara. Our embassy is aware of the efforts of 
the South Vietnamese to prevent infiltration, and to attack the 
sources of infiltration when it is possible for them to do so and 
I assume they had knowledge of the exact time the attack was to 
take place. 

Senator Aiken. I see. 

That is all. 

Chairman Fulbright. Senator Long. 
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Senator Long. Mr. Secretary, to what extent did our people 
achieve surprise when they struck back at the mainland? 

Secretary McNamara. There is ample evidence they achieved 
complete surprise because as General Wheeler pointed out to 
me yesterday that it is inconceivable that a military force 
expecting an attack would have its boats lying dead in the 
water at the base, and this is exactly the way we found most of 
the North Vietnamese. 

Senator Long. That is the point I had in mind. It sounded 
from what you say here as though we achieved about, considering 
the size, that we achieved about the kind of surprise on their 
(END of Excerpt) 

for another committee hearing I am supposed to be conducting. 

There were reports in the news last night to the effect that 
Chinese nationalist sources had reported that the Chinese 
Co mmu nists had moved two hundred thousand troops to the border 
and 70 mission to Eainan Island, do we have an indication 
from our own intelligence that these reports are accurate? 

Secretary McNamara. We do not. 

Senator Church. Mr. Secretary Rusk, we had very precise 
information on the military phase of this situation and I 
think you would want to give as equally precise information on 
the diplomatic phase and there is one other area here raised 
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by Senator Horse to some degree. 

Secretary McNamara has said these naval craft were neither' 
connected with or had any knowledge of the South Vietnamese 
patroles. I take it that our government which supplied 
thoses boats to the Government of South Vietnam did know that the 
boats would be used for attacks upon North Vietnamese targets, 
and that we had acquiesced in that policy, is that correct? 

Secretary Rusk. I think in the larger sense. Secretary 
McNamara described the junk operations and the anti and counter 
junk operations. In the larger sense that is so but as far as any 
particular detail is concerned we don’t from Washington follow 
that in great detail. 

Senator Church. We know that they are doing it. We have 
supplied them with the ships. They are doing it with our acquies 
cence and consent, is that correct? 

Secretary Rusk. But within very limited levels as far as 
North Vietnam is concerned. 

Senator Morse. Could I ask in his question one question 
of fact on patrol? 

Senator Smathers. Mr. Chairman, I would like to go to a 
meeting. 

Chairman Fulbright. Also the Secretary is committed to 
go to a House meeting. We will have some other representatives 
who will stay but the Secretary has agreed to open, I believe. 
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Next is Senator Byrd of West Virginia. 

Senator Byrd of West Virginia. I would like to ask a question 
of Secretary Rusk first of all. 

Mr. Secretary, is there any indication that the South 
Vietnamese are becoming more enthusiastic about pressing this 
war to victory? 

Secretary Rusk. There have been some statements, public 
statements by General Khanh and one or two others following that 
commemoration which they held out there about two weeks ago 
at the partition of the country. 

That, I think, got some of them thinking about there, the 
split between North and South and their relatives, and 

N 

there are other national interests in the North. But we do 
not get the (END OF EXCERPTS) 
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